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"The working world celebrated the holiday in an atmosphere
of tranquillity and seriousness." The Socialist Robotnik drew
attention to the fact that in all the processions of the workers there
reigned a sincere solidarity, which was of national significance.
Here and there some slight trouble occurred, but the workers
themselves dealt quickly and efficiently with the disturbing
elements. The general peacefulness of May Day was not without
its influence on the whole internal situation. The celebration
of the national fSte of the Third of May awoke the old enthusiasm.
At Katowice on that day, too, Rydz-Smigly delivered an intensely
patriotic speech, the occasion being the fifteenth anniversary
of the insurrection in Silesia in 1921, and his audience was com-
posed of its veterans. He said that at the moment Poland did
not appeal to them to shoulder their rifles, as she was not in present
need, but the necessity might arise. "We do not wish to make
war; we want to live in peace and to hold peacefully what is ours,"
he continued, "but none the less we must remember that we
must be strong, and that if war is waged against us it will be
dangerous and full of menace. We know well that the temperature
of friendships and enmities in international life depends directly
on the strength of the State that is the object of such sentiments.
Poland must be a strong and powerful State; we must make
good all that was lost during the long years of slavery. ... In
the development of our strength and power we desire to follow
the road we ourselves have chosen; nobody may dictate to us
how we shall conduct ourselves in order to be happy—we know
that prescriptions from strangers aim at benefiting those strangers,
but we are working for the welfare of our own country. Let those
who are working for strangers and are in their pay not count
on chance or impunity—and the same must be said to those
riding on the wild horses of chaos for the sake of their own
ambitions and interests. ... As for us, we must devote all our
strongest efforts to Poland in order to be justly proud of her,
even as you, veterans, are proud of your effort in 1921." The
general's speech, with its warning to possible disturbers of peace
in Poland, was broadcast all over the country, and was reproduced
in most newspapers.

